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SAYIN ÜYEMİZ,

İlgi : Uluslararası Deniz Ticaret Odasının (ICS) 03/12/2019 tarihli ve CE(19)06 sayılı yazısı.

Uluslararası Deniz Ticaret Odası ( ICS) tarafından gönderilen ilgi yazıda, ICS İnşa ve 
Ekipman Alt Komitesi, Dökme Yük Gemileri ve Yolcu Gemileri Panelleri Ortak Toplantısının 20 
Kasım 2019 tarihinde gerçekleştirildiği bildirilmekte olup, son ve bir önceki toplantıya ilişkin 
raporlar Ek'te sunulmaktadır.

 
Son toplantı raporunda;
-Enerji Dizayn İndeksi,
-Balast Suyu,
-Yakın ve Gelecekte olacak Uluslararası Denizcilik Örgütü (IMO) Toplantıları,
-Dökme Yüklerin Taşınması,
-Gemi Yakıtları,
-Uluslararası Klas Kuruluşları Birliği (IACS) ve Tanınmış Kuruluşlar,
-Dökme Yük Gemileri ve Tankerlerin Yapısal Standartları,
-Can Kurtarma Teçhizatları,
-Gelecek Çalışma Programı,
-Denizcilik Komitesine İletilecek Konular,
-Diğer (demirleme ekipmanları, yeni ve mevcut ro-ro yolcu gemilerinde, ro-ro ve özel 

alanlarda yangınların meydana gelme ve geldiğinde sonuçlarının mimimize edilmesi konularında 
SOLAS Bölüm II-2'nin gözden geçirilmesi, ani kapatma valfleri kullanımı ve güvenilirliği) 
hususlara yer verilmektedir.

 
Bilgilerinizi arz/rica ederim.
•

Saygılarımla,

 
İsmet SALİHOĞLU

Genel Sekreter 

Ek: İlgi Yazı ve Ekleri (61 sayfa)
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Gereği:
- Tüm Üyeler (WEB sayfası ve e-posta ile)
- Türk Armatörler Birliği
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- Vapur Donatanları ve Acenteleri Derneği
- İMEAK DTO Şubeleri ve Temsilcilikleri
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- Gemi ve Yat İhracatçıları Birliği
- Türk Loydu Uygunluk Değerlendirme 
Hizmetleri A.Ş.
- KOSDER
- KOSTBİR
- Yalova Altınova Tersane Gir. San. ve Tic. 
A.Ş.
- UND
- Gemi Brokerleri Derneği
- WISTA Türkiye Derneği
- Deniz Emniyet Derneği
- Gemi Sahibi Firmalar
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- Meclis Başkanlık Divanı
- Yönetim Kurulu Başkan ve Üyeleri
- İMEAK DTO Meslek Komite Bşk.
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03 December 2019  CE(19)06

TO: CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE
BULK CARRIER PANEL
PASSENGER SHIP PANEL

Copy:  Marine Committee
All Full and Associate Members for Information

DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE COMBINED MEETING OF THE CONSTRUCTION & 
EQUIPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE, BULK CARRIER PANEL AND PASSENGER SHIP 
PANEL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2019. 

Action required:  Members are invited to review the draft minutes for the 
combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, Bulk 
Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel held 20 November 2019 and to note the 
date for the next combined meeting. 

Draft minutes for the meeting held 20 November 2019 are provided below. Final 
agreed minutes for the previous combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment 
Sub-Committee, Bulk Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel held 2 May 2018 are 
attached as Annex A. Members are particularly asked to note that the date of the 
next combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, Bulk 
Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel will take place on Wednesday 10 June 
2020 NOT 27 May 2020 as previously provisionally agreed at the meeting on 20 
November. The change of dates has been necessitated in order to facilitate 
attendance of the Sub-Committee and Panel chair persons.

Any comments on the draft minutes should be addressed to the undersigned and 
copied to jade.smith@ics-shipping.org . 

John Bradshaw
Technical Director

Enclosures:

Annex A Final agreed minutes of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, 
Bulk Carrier Panel Meeting and Passenger Ship Panel 2 May 2019.

Annex B Draft exhaust gas cleaning system (EGCS) malfunction flow chart.
Annex C CIMAC Guideline Marine fuel handling in connection to stability and 

compatibility.

Gelen Tarih Sayı: 03/12/2019 - 4833
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INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING

Combined Meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee,  
Bulk Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel Wednesday 20 November 2019

38 St Mary Axe, London EC3A 8BH

DRAFT MINUTES

Statement of Compliance with Competition Law

ICS is firmly committed to maintaining a fair and competitive environment in international 
shipping.  As such, it is the policy of ICS to comply fully with all applicable competition 
laws.  ICS will endeavour to ensure that all meetings (including all committees, sub-
committees and panels) will be conducted in compliance with applicable competition 
laws.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all attendees, in particular Mr Shunichi 
Arisaka, who was attending for the first time after having been appointed as general 
manager of the JSA Europe district branch.

The attention of the Sub-Committee was drawn to the ICS Statement of Compliance 
(above) which was duly acknowledged and agreed.

The Sub-Committee was advised that there were no intended fire drills and therefore if 
the alarms went off the building would need to be evacuated.

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The draft minutes of the previous meeting of the Construction,and Equipment Sub-
Committee, Bulk Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel held 2 May 2019 were 
approved by the Sub-Committee and agreed as a true record. The agreed minutes are 
attached at Annex A.  

3. MATTERS ARISING

No additional matters arising were identified other than those specifically addressed 
under other agenda items.

4. ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND AIR EMISSIONS

4.1 EEDI Beyond Phase 2 & Minimum Power

The Sub-Committee was updated on changes to the EEDI regulation which had been 
agreed at MEPC 74, and which should be adopted at MEPC 75. The Secretariat 
expressed concern that there may be a final attempt to increase the reduction rates for 
some sizes of container ship, however there is felt to be insufficient support among 
member States to re-open the discussion should such an attempt be made.
The Secretariat had prepared a draft submission to MEPC 75 calling on IMO to finalize 
the revised 2013 Interim guidelines for determining minimum propulsion power to 



maintain the manoeuvrability of ships in adverse conditions. The submission 
recommends that this could be achieved by either retaining the interim guidelines and 
changing their status from “interim” to definitive guidelines, or by completing work on the 
level 2 simplified assessment method proposed by SHOPERA. This is a particularly 
urgent matter given the probable adoption of reducing shaft power to reduce GHG 
emissions from shipping in the short term (either within the EEXI proposed by Japan, or 
as a standalone measure). The Sub-Committee confirmed support for the Secretariat to 
proceed with the submission and requested that the Secretariat liaise with member 
States and other associations. 
MEPC 75 is expected to consider document MEPC 74/6/1 (CLIA) which was not 
introduced at the last session of the Committee. The document proposes Available 
Lower Berth (ALB) capacity as a transport work proxy for cruise passenger ships, ICS 
will support the proposal.
Members confirmed their support for the Secretariat to submit the draft document 
on finalizing the revised 2013 Interim guidelines for determining minimum 
propulsion power to maintain the manoeuvrability of ships in adverse conditions, 
and noted the information provided. 

4.2 Global Sulphur Cap – Implementation of the revised fuel oil sulphur limit 
from 2020

The Sub-Committee was updated on recent outcomes at IMO, as detailed in the agenda 
notes. The long-awaited ISO/PAS 23263:2019 “Considerations for fuel suppliers and 
users regarding marine fuel quality in view of the implementation of maximum 0,50 % 
sulphur in 2020” had finally been published. The Secretariat had participated in a 2020 
summit hosted by the IMO secretariat on 17-18 October, presenting ICS guidance on 
implementation of the Global Sulphur Cap as well as a meeting of industry stakeholders 
to share updates on their 2020 preparations hosted by IMO on 18 November 2019. 

Members noted the information as provided.

4.3 Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems (EGCS)

The Sub-Committee noted that the Secretariat had sent letters to the European Sea 
Ports Organization (ESPO) and the International Association of Ports and Harbours 
(IAPH). seeking further information on the issue of ports prohibiting the discharges from 
open loop EGCS. A meeting with IAPH had been arranged during the margins of the 
recent GHG intersessional working group meeting where IAPH had offered to co-
operate with ICS on various issues including EGCS, Onshore Power Systems, 
alternative fuel infrastructure etc.

The Secretariat reiterated the request for Members to report any EGCS construction or 
operational issues encountered by their members. The Secretariat would raise any 
reported issues at the next Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems Association (EGCSA) 
workshop, which they would be attending on 10-11 December 2019.

Following instruction from the Environment Sub Committee, the Secretariat had 
prepared the first draft a flow chart of actions to be undertaken by ships following an 
identified case of EGCS malfunction. The draft flow chart is based on the guidance 
provided in IMO circular MEPC.1/Circ.883, and is attached at Annex B. 



Members noted the information provided and agreed to review the draft flow chart 
and notify the Secretariat of any concerns.

4.4 NOx Emissions

The Sub-Committee was updated on changes to the NOx Technical Code and 
amendments related to electronic record books and SCR certification requirements 
which had been adopted at MEPC 74, with an entry-into-force date of 1 October 2020. 
The Secretariat had recently attended a cold ironing workshop organised by the China 
MSA in Beijing. At this workshop it was apparent that China is according a high priority 
to reducing NOx emissions, the Secretariat considers it to be possible that China’s 
domestic maritime emissions control areas could be extended to include NOx emissions 
in the near future.

Members noted the information provided.

4.6 Black Carbon Emissions

The Sub-Committee was updated on progress made at MEPC 74 where proposals 
submitted by Finland on further work on the matter of Black Carbon emissions had been 
agreed. A report is to be submitted to MEPC 77, with Member States and international 
organizations invited to submit concrete proposals to PPR 7. ICS had supported the 
Finnish proposal as a pragmatic way forward, in preference to less pragmatic 
alternatives which had been submitted by green NGOs. This future work will consider 
controlling Black Carbon emissions from marine diesel engines to reduce the impact on 
the Arctic and further consider the three recommended Black Carbon measurement 
methods (FSN, PAS & LII).  The Secretariat considered that significant further work was 
needed to agree a robust, standardized measurement protocol before a control measure 
could be agreed and reminded the meeting of the complex nature of Black Carbon 
emissions. In response to a question as to the effect of Black Carbon emissions outside 
of coastal and Arctic areas the Secretariat considered that the public health effects of 
Black Carbon are a concern in coastal waters and in ports, and that the climate forcing 
effects of Black Carbon are a concern in Arctic waters, therefore Black Carbon 
emissions are of less significant when ships operate outside of from such areas. ICS 
supports further work to address emissions of Black Carbon but considers that any 
potential control measures should be supported by appropriate scientific data.

Members noted the information provided.

4.7 Development of Guidelines for Cold Ironing of Ships

The Sub-Committee was updated on the progress of work to develop operational 
guidelines for cold ironing. The Secretariat continued to participate in the 
correspondence group which had been re-established at SSE 6 and which was being 
coordinated by the China MSA. The correspondence group had faced some issues on 
how to address technical standards, some members were highlighting that the groups 
terms of reference were limited to development of operational guidelines and that as a 
result there should be no reference to technical standards. Other members, including 
ICS, considered that operational guidelines for electrical systems needed to reference 
appropriate technical standards to be of value to the industry since the electrical 
compatibility of systems was essential. Members agreed that it was important to include 
a reference to the appropriate IEC/ISO standards for cold ironing systems in the 
guidelines. In response to a question the Secretariat advised the meeting that those 
member States trying to remove references to technical standards had been 
unenthusiastic about the work from the outset.



As already advised, the Secretariat had recently attended a workshop on cold ironing 
organised by the China MSA. China has mandated cold ironing for some ship types, 
contingent on ships having been provided with cold ironing systems compatible with 
shore/terminal equipment. Similar initiatives to mandate cold ironing for cruise ships and 
container ships had been implemented in California, and some Canadian ports were 
also enthusiastic about the concept. China had installed over 6000 cold ironing 
connection points, of which approximately 2000 were large high voltage systems. As an 
alternative to cold ironing China accepts other equivalent zero emission at berth 
technologies. Members advised that ports in other areas such as Hamburg were 
progressing with the provision of cold ironing connections and that it was expected that 
this would continue and extend more widely. One option developed in California was a 
barge mounted exhaust gas cleaning technology which was connected to the ships 
exhaust stack, this was felt to be a questionable way forward.

Members noted the information provided.

5. BALLAST WATER

5.1 Ballast Water Management
5.1.1 BWM Convention update.
The Sub-Committee noted that the International Ballast Water Management Convention 
(BWM Convention) entered into force on 8 September 2017 and that as of 13 
September 2019 according to IMO’s GISIS Status of Treaties database the number of 
Contracting Governments was 81 representing 80.76% of the world's merchant fleet 
tonnage.
The Secretariat highlighted that as of 8 September 2019 the 2nd anniversary of entry into 
force (EIF) of the BWM Convention had passed and therefore over the next 5 years 
ships that were considered to be existing ships at the time of EIF of the BWM 
Convention will be required to comply with the D-2 ballast water discharge standard from 
the date of their 1st IOPP renewal on or after 8 September 2019 and will therefore need 
to the install and use of an approved Ballast Water Management System (BWMS).
The Secretariat further highlighted to the Sub-Committee the contents of circular 
MC(19)86 “Request for Ballast Water Management System Feedback” issued on 8 
October 2019 emphasising the great importance of ICS receiving feedback from 
shipowners where issues with systems are encountered. 
The Sub-Committee noted that the Marine Committee, in October, agreed that Members 
should take action as they deem appropriate to promote feedback being forwarded on 
an ongoing basis to ICS using the form attached to circular MC(19)86. Members of the 
Sub-Committee discussed the subject supporting fully the provision of feedback and in 
addition asked the Secretariat to look into providing an on-line version of the feedback 
questionnaire. During the discussion the Secretariat highlighted that the provision of the 
ship’s IMO number in relation to a reported issue was simply to ensure that during the 
analysis of feedback any possible double counting would be avoided. Data relating to 
the ship concerned and the shipowner were for internal ICS use only and would not be 
reported to external parties. 
The sub-committee noted the information provided.

5.1.2 BWMS Approval requirements.

The Sub-Committee noted that Ballast Water Management systems installed** on or 
after 28 October 2020 and used to comply with the BWM Convention must be approved 



in accordance with the IMO Code for Approval of Ballast Water Management Systems 
(BWMS Code). 
The Sub-Committee agreed that member National Shipowners Associations should 
remind their members of the BWMS approval requirement detailed above so that their 
shipowners can ensure that the systems they choose to install have the required 
approval.
The Secretariat advised that it had been in contact with the IMO Secretariat, working 
with a friendly member State, requesting IMO to update its list of approved ballast water 
management systems to include details of the type approval provisions under which 
each system had been approved. The Secretariat further advised that subsequent to its 
request IMO Secretariat had advised that it is in the process of updating its list as 
requested.
Note: Installed** - In accordance with the BWM Convention “Installed” in respect of a 
ship means the contractual date of delivery of the Ballast Water Management system to 
the ship. In the absence of such a date, the word "installed" means the actual date of 
delivery of the Ballast Water Management system to the ship.
The sub-committee noted the information provided.

5.1.3 Validation of the compliance of individual BWMS with regulation D-2 of the 
BWM Convention in conjunction with their commissioning.

The Sub-Committee was advised that MEPC 74 had approved draft amendments to 
regulation E-1 of the BWM Convention in order to form the regulatory basis for the 
relevant survey item in the HSSC Guidelines regarding sampling and analysis during 
commission testing. 

The Sub-Committee noted that with regards to the commissioning testing MEPC 74 had 
agreed the following:

 Commissioning testing should begin as soon as possible in accordance with 
BWM.2/Circ.70 “Guidance for the commissioning testing of ballast water 
management systems”;

 Commissioning testing should not be applicable to ships that had already 
installed a BWMS and were certified for compliance with regulation D-2; and

 The analysis undertaken in the context of commissioning testing would be 
indicative.

The Sub-Committee further noted that MEPC had considered the concerns raised by 
ICS concerning paragraph 4.2 of BWM.2/Circ.70 “Guidance for the commissioning 
testing of ballast water management systems” which states that “representative samples 
should be analysed for all size classes included in the D-2 standard”. This, in the opinion 
of the ICS Secretariat, creates an unwanted anomaly between what is envisaged for 
indicative sampling and analysis as part of BWMS commissioning testing and what is 
envisaged for PSC indicative sampling and analysis where there is no equivalent 
guidance stating that PSC analysis should cover all size classes in the D-2 standard. It 
was highlighted that since the revision of the G8 Guidelines in 2016 where indicative 
sampling and analysis during BWMS commissioning was first envisaged it had always 
been understood that it would mirror the indicative sampling and analysis envisaged to 
be conducted by PSC and no more. MEPC hearing the ICS concerns invited 
submissions on any appropriate changes to BWM.2/Circ.70 in light of the draft 
amendments to regulation E-1.



The Sub-Committee noted that the Secretariat intends to draft a submission to IMO PPR 
7 to address the unwanted anomaly.

The sub-committee noted the information provided.

5.2 United States Ballast Water Regulation Developments.

The Sub-Committee was advised and noted that the USCG had now granted full USCG 
approval to 23 Ballast Water Management Systems and that in addition 7 further 
systems, never previously approved, were being reviewed for approval.

The sub-committee noted the information provided.

6. RECENT AND FORTHCOMING IMO MEETINGS

6.1 MEPC 74

6.1.1 EEDI and Minimum Power  

See minutes under agenda item 4.1.

6.1.2 Underwater noise from ships

At MEPC 74 Transport Canada announced that they would be hosting a workshop to 
consider potential proposals for a new work output on reducing underwater vessel noise, 
for submittal to MEPC 75. The ICS Secretariat had been unable to attend the workshop, 
however the Chamber of Marine Commerce had done so to ensure that shipowners’ 
were represented at the event. The meeting was advised that underwater noise was 
expected to become the next major issue on the IMO environmental agenda.

Members noted the information provided.

7. MATTERS RELATING TO THE CARRIAGE OF DRY BULK CARGOES

Members were advised that CCC 6 met 9 – 13 September with the following key 
outcomes with respect to dry bulk cargoes in accordance with MC (19)81.

Reclassification of ammonium nitrate based fertilizer (non-hazardous)

The CCC 6 sub-committee had considered proposals for replacing the existing schedule 
for ammonium nitrate based fertilizer (non-hazardous), with two individual schedules in 
the IMSBC Code and:

 Instructed a Drafting Group on IMSBC Code to further develop the draft individual 
schedules for ammonium nitrate based fertilizer cargoes, with the understanding 
that the technical issues would be considered by the E&T Group at its 33rd 
session; and 

 Instructed the 33rd session of the E&T Group to consider a possible revision of 
CCC.1/Circ.4, after finalizing the two new individual schedules for ammonium 
nitrate based fertilizer cargoes.

Members noted that it is anticipated there will be two new individual schedules, 
ammonium nitrate based fertilizer MHB (OH) and ammonium nitrate based fertilizer 



(unclassified), provided that all technical issues can be addressed during the E&T 33 
and that they will be included in amendment 06-21 of the IMSBC Code.

Members noted the information provided.  

8. FUEL RELATED MATTERS

8.1 IMO work

The Sub-Committee was updated on progress of the work being done by IMO 
correspondence groups on enhancements to the MARPOL Annex VI module in GISIS 
and on fuel safety.

Following a discussion on the issue of mandatory bunker licensing schemes, the 
meeting noted the decision of the Marine Committee that ICS should raise the issue of 
bunker supplier licensing at the IMO again, and that fuel should be tested before delivery 
to the ship in order to enhance the quality of fuel delivered to the ship. 

Members noted the information provided.

8.2 Reporting fuel issues.

The Sub-Committee was informed that ICS and BIMCO are jointly working on the 
development of an online feedback tool which would help ships to report experiences 
and issues related to the use of 0.50% sulphur complaint bunker fuels. Any issues 
identified will be raised for consideration by the IMO Correspondence Group on fuel 
safety and subsequently at MSC 102.

Members noted the information provided and supported the work of the 
Secretariat in developing an on-line reporting tool.

8.3 Development of safety provisions for ships using low-flash point oil fuels

The Sub-Committee was updated on the progress of work of CCC 6 to develop 
amendments to the IGF Code to include safety provisions for ships using low-flashpoint 
oil fuels and which was to be progressed by a correspondence group. 

The Sub Committee supported the concerns raised by ICS with respect to assumptions 
which had been used to underpin an evaluation of risk associated with the use of low-
flashpoint diesel fuels which had been undertaken by DNV-GL. In particular, the 
boundary conditions used in the study were considered to be misrepresentative and 
significantly under estimated typical temperatures found on-board. 

Members agreed that the Secretariat should base its work in the Correspondence Group 
on the following principles:

• Any attempt to undermine the SOLAS minimum flashpoint requirement of 60°C 
should be opposed as this requirement is clearly related to the worst-case ambient 
temperatures that conventional engine rooms are still subject to; and

• Additional provisions for safety of ships using these fuels should be proportional 
to the risk of formation of explosive gas vapours in the event of fuel leaks into engine 
rooms based on credible worst-case scenarios.



Members noted the information provided and agreed the basis of the Secretariats 
further work on the matter.

8.4 Amsterdam Rotterdam Antwerp (ARA) area fuel quality working group

The Secretariat continued to participate in, and support the work, of the ARA group. This 
work was delivering positive results as some ports in the area, such as Rotterdam, were 
now establishing fuel oil supplier licensing schemes.

Members noted the information provided. 

8.5 CIMAC Guideline on Marine fuel handling in connection to stability and 
compatibility

ICS had participated in the 81st session of the working group 7 on fuels of the 
International Council on Combustion Engines (CIMAC) which finalised the CIMAC 
guideline on marine fuel handling in connection to stability and compatibility. The 
guideline is attached at Annex C and can also be downloaded for free at: 

https://www.cimac.com/publications/publications350/cimac-wg07-guideline-marine-fuel-
handling-in-connection-to-stability-and-compatibility.html

Members noted the information provided

9. IACS AND RECOGNISED ORGANISATIONS

9.1 IACS Interim Recommendations on Cyber Systems

The Sub-Committee was updated on recent progress of the work on the IACS Standards 
for cyber systems. A joint-industry working group on cyber systems continues to develop 
the consolidated recommendations for cyber resilient ships, and last met on 7 November 
at the ABS Offices in London, which ICS had attended. The Secretariat reported that 
industry concerns with respect to the inclusion of operational elements of cyber risk 
management have been considered, and these sections have largely been removed 
from the recommendations. Once the work is sufficiently mature, the document will be 
shared with Members. ICS, BIMCO and the co-authors of the industry guidance on 
Cyber Risk management, will review that document, with a view to providing a fourth 
revised version as appropriate.

Members noted the information provided.

9.2 IACS CSR External Advisory Group (EAG)

The Sub-Committee noted that the next meeting, EAG No.3, will be held in Tokyo at the 
ClassNK office on 10 January 2020 when IACS will table its initial thoughts relating to 
possible rule changes for 2020.

10. GOAL BASED IMO STRUCTURAL STANDARDS FOR BULK CARRIERS AND 
OIL TANKERS

The Sub-Committee noted this is a standing item on the Sub-Committee’s agenda and 
there were no major developments to report on this agenda item since the last meeting.

11. LSA

https://www.cimac.com/publications/publications350/cimac-wg07-guideline-marine-fuel-handling-in-connection-to-stability-and-compatibility.html
https://www.cimac.com/publications/publications350/cimac-wg07-guideline-marine-fuel-handling-in-connection-to-stability-and-compatibility.html


The Sub-Committee was updated on the work of the ILG, which had met on 6 November 
2019, with particular respect to the following items.

11.1 Potential IMO submission regarding the safety of single fall lifeboat/rescue 
boat hooks

The Sub-Committee noted progress on this issue, including discussions with the US 
Administration following their concerns regarding applicability of the amendments to 
some types of already approved hooks. These concerns are specifically related to the 
use of single fall boat hooks designed for use on liferafts which have then been 
approved for use on rescue boats.

The Secretariat will submit the same amendment text that was proposed at SSE 6 for 
amendments to the LSA Code along with a detailed description of the various 
considerations that took place in this regard. 

Members noted the information provided.

11.2 Survival craft ventilation

The Sub-Committee was advised that the SSE LSA Correspondence Group on survival 
craft ventilation has now completed three rounds of correspondence, with the final report 
for SSE 7 having been issued. The Secretariat provided a verbal summary of the 
correspondence group report with respect to totally enclosed lifeboats, partially enclosed 
lifeboats and liferafts.

The Sub-Committee was further advised that although the discussion with respect to 
ventilation of 5 m3/person/hr for totally enclosed lifeboats could not be reopened, 
requirements for partially enclosed lifeboats and liferafts were still to be decided. This 
would most likely be progressed by a working group at SSE 7 and by a continuation of 
the correspondence group.

Members noted the information provided.

11.3 Capacity of LSA

MSC 100 had agreed that document MSC 100/17/6 should be considered by the SSE 
Sub-Committee. Work will commence at SSE 7, with a target completion date of 2024.

The Sub-Committee was advised that RINA are preparing submissions to MSC 102 and 
SSE 7. CLIA advised that they too are considering a submission to SSE 7.

Members noted the information provided.

11.4 Lifeboat restraints and strength requirements

MSC 101 had agreed to include an output on ʺDevelopment of design and prototype test 
requirements for the arrangements used in the operational testing of free-fall lifeboat 
release systems without launching the lifeboatʺ in the post-biennial agenda of SSE 
based on proposals provided in document MSC 101/21/10 (Co-sponsored by a number 
of ILG members). 
MSC 101 had further agreed that:

 the amendments to be developed should apply to all ships for which SOLAS 
chapter III requires the carriage of free-fall lifeboats;

 the instrument to be amended is the LSA Code, paragraph 4.7.6.4; and



 the amendments to be developed should enter into force on 1 January 2024, 
provided that they are adopted before 1 July 2022.

IACS intend to draft a follow up to MSC 101/21/10 for submission to SSE, with a view to 
potential co-sponsorship by other ILG members. The submission will be shared with 
members for their review and consideration if it is proposed that ICS should co-sponsor.
Members noted the information provided.

11.5 Launch of free-fall lifeboats with the ship making headway at speeds up to 5  
knots in calm water

MSC 101 had agreed to include an output on "Amendments to SOLAS chapter III, LSA 
Code and resolution MSC.81(70) to remove the applicability of the requirements to 
launch free-fall lifeboats with the ship making headway at speeds up to 5 knots in calm 
water” in the biennial agenda of the SSE Sub-Committee for 2020-2021, with a target 
completion year of 2020, and that:

 the amendments to be developed should apply to all ships to which SOLAS 
chapter III, the LSA Code and resolution MSC.81(70) apply;

 the instruments to be amended are SOLAS chapter III, the LSA Code and 
resolution MSC.81(70); and

 the amendments to be developed should enter into force on 1 January 2024, 
provided that they are adopted before 1 July 2022.

Members were advised that IACS had drafted a submission to SSE 7 concerning 
amendments to SOLAS Ch III, the LSA Code & Resolution 81(70) regarding application 
of the requirement to launch free-fall lifeboats with the ship making headway speeds up 
to 5 knots in calm water. The submission is currently being considered by Malta with a 
view to co-sponsorship.

Members noted the information provided.

11.6 LSA wire ropes

CLIA advised the Sub-Committee that they are drafting a document for submittal to MSC  
102 on the subject of steel wire ropes. The draft document will be provided to ILG 
members and will be circulated to Members for consideration if it is proposed that ICS 
should co-sponsore.

Members noted the information provided.

11.7 LSA on container ships

The Sub-Committee was advised that the Container and Dangerous Goods Panels were 
concerned that the LSA requirements for container ships, specifically regarding survival 
craft and fire-fighting equipment may no longer be appropriate. These concerns were 
particularly but not exclusively, for very large and ultra large container ships with twin 
superstructure areas. For example, positioning of lifeboats and liferafts, and the possible 
locations of container stack fires.

The Container and Dangerous Goods Panels had established a working group of 
relevant experts under their remit to review and find a common way forward, with the 
following terms of reference;

1. Identify problems related to:



i. LSA requirements
ii. FFE requirements, and
iii. Other relevant safety-related requirements on large container ships.

2. Identify possible solutions to these problems, in the form of industry solutions or 
proposed amendments to SOLAS, LSA Code and/or FSS Code.

3. Report to the Container Panel for consideration and action as appropriate.

The working group held its first meeting on 17 September as reported in Circular CONT 
(19)12 and the Chair of the group (Mark Rawson – Liberia) gave a progress update to 
Members.

Members noted the information provided.

11.8 Lifeboat testing

The Sub-Committee was informed that the ILG had been notified by the UK that they 
were considering a New Unplanned Output paper to the IMO on lifeboats (LB) following 
statements by some LB service agents and ship operators that they have never tested 
the boat itself when completing 5yr testing.  

The UK interpretation of the 5-year dynamic winch brake test is that the brake is applied 
during this test so it should also be tested when undertaking equivalent tests.  

The UK requires either that the LB is loaded on the hooks to 110% or for a static 
equivalent load to be used to load the boat on the quayside.

The outcome of the previous ILG discussion regarding proof load and equivalent in 
relation to the 5yr LB test requirement was that most ILG members understood that 
testing of lifeboats and equipment was usually done with weights added to the boat or 
via a spreader attached to the davits, often undertaken during a drydocking period. 
Bahamas and Marshall Islands advised that they do not request anything further than 
the SOLAS / LSA Code requirements.

The UK considers that a circular or similar is required to provide consistency, the ILG 
had agreed that a consistent approach is preferable. The UK will review lifeboat testing 
requirements and consider a proposal for a more consistent approach for discussion by 
ILG members, IACS will consider the application of the requirements from a Class point 
of view and revert to the ILG.

Members noted the information provided.

11.9 Lifeboat weight testing
The Sub-Committee was advised that following the Tombara incident, the ILG had 
agreed that periodic weight testing of lifeboats and rescue boats on a consistent basis 
was desirable to check that no water ingress or other additional weights have been 
added. Such additional weight could expose the boat and its launching system to undue 
additional stresses. 

The UK advised the ILG that any submission to MSC on lifeboats would also incorporate 
this issue and will review lifeboat testing requirements as noted in the previous point.

Members noted the information provided.

11.10 Free-fall lifeboat secondary means of launching



Members were advised that the UK had discussed concerns regarding the purpose of 
the secondary means of launching a free-fall LB with the ILG. Is it to provide a means of 
launching the boat loaded if the free-fall system doesn’t work, or only for the lowering 
and recovery of an empty LB when completing crew familiarisation trials?
The ILG had been provided with some clarification from Bahamas that their 
understanding is that the secondary means of launching provides an alternative means 
to the free-fall launch, in cases where the free-fall could not be used, e.g. due to a 
system failure or where obstructions exist in the water.
Members noted the information provided.

12. FUTURE WORK PROGRAM

The Sub-Committee was invited to consider its future work programme taking into 
consideration the previous agenda items discussed and any relevant topics scheduled 
for consideration at forthcoming meetings of IMO. The following three work items were 
identified and agreed:

 Consideration of how ICS can secure feedback from Members and shipowners 
on matters of importance, in order to inform its work and ensure that when raising 
matters at IMO they are supported by appropriate data and information. The 
Secretariat was asked to identify options to enhance the level of engagement 
from shipowners in response to requests for information. This would better inform 
ICS positions on matters of importance (see also agenda item 5.1.1);

 Review SOLAS chapter II-2 and associated codes to minimize the incidence and 
consequences of fires on ro-ro spaces and special category spaces of new and 
existing ro-ro passenger ships – work with Interferry to avoid retro-active 
application of unrealistic requirements; and

 Reliability of quick closing (QC) valves.

13. ISSUES TO BE FORWARDED TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE

The Sub-Committee was invited to identify as appropriate, any specific issues to be 
forwarded for consideration by the Marine Committee. No items were identified on this 
occasion.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Sub-Committee considered the date of its next meeting and provisionally agreed 
that the next meeting will be held Wednesday 27 May 2020, however following 
information from the respective chairs of the Bulk Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship 
Panel this date has been changed to 10 June 2020.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

15.1 Joint industry working group on anchoring equipment

The Sub-Committee was informed that the Secretariat had attended a joint industry 
working group on anchoring equipment, along with representatives from Intertanko, 
Intermanager, BIMCO and IACS as well as class/yard representatives. The working 
group had agreed that it would be beneficial to gather more evidence related to issues of 
concern raised at the meeting, notably, an increase in vessels losing anchors and 



catastrophic failures of windlass motors (motor explosions). Multiple factors were evident 
in the reports given by IACS including environmental, human element and construction.

It was noted that there are class notations for design of the anchoring systems at deeper 
waters, up to 120 m, however it was agreed by the Sub-Committee that these should be 
basic requirements for anchoring arrangements and not optional notations. The Sub-
Committee noted that there are mismatches between the design criteria utilised for 
anchoring arrangements and anchoring operations, causing a significant safety issue, 
and agreed that action is required.

ICS will continue its participation in the work and will seek further information and clarity 
on the situation from Members.

Members noted the information provided and supported further work by the 
Secretariat on the matter.

15.2 Review SOLAS chapter II-2 and associated codes to minimize the incidence 
and consequences of fires on ro-ro spaces and special category spaces of new 
and existing ro-ro passenger ships 

The Sub-Committee was informed that the EU member States planned to submit a 
proposal to IMO to convert the recommendations of the interim guidelines for minimizing 
the incidence and consequences of fires in ro-ro spaces and special category spaces of 
new and existing ro-ro passenger ships (MSC.1/Circ.1615) into related SOLAS 
requirements. 

The interim guidelines are based on the FIRESAFE study carried out by EMSA. In spite 
of the FIRESAFE study having already concluded that would not be cost effective to 
prohibit open ro-ro spaces on existing ships and only cost effective for one of three new 
design types, the European member States were able to insert a general prohibition of 
open ro-ro spaces in the interim Guidelines when the matter was discussed at SSE 6. 
Following industry pressure, the Guidelines acknowledge that the scope of this provision 
should be for new ships, but the lack of justification, or even the obvious contradiction to 
FIRESAFE, was ignored by some member States. The planned European submission 
may include proposals for a retroactive application for the prohibition of open ro-ro 
spaces.

In the ensuing discussions, the following views were expressed:

 There is a lack of ample justification for the benefits that might be achieved by 
applying the prohibition even for new builds;

 The additional requirement for ventilation for the closed ro-ro spaces will lead to 
an increase in the power requirements and consequently the GHG emissions 
from these ships; and

 Retroactive application of the requirements may lead to stability issues if these 
closed compartments are flooded with water during a firefighting scenario.

The Sub Committee agreed that ICS should work with INTERFERRY to develop a 
submission for SSE , detailing the concerns on the applicability of the proposed 
new requirements. 

15.3 Quick closing valve operation and reliability 



At its last meeting the Marine Committee had considered issues which had been 
identified with the non-functioning of quick-closing valves and a finding that such issues 
had resulted in a significant number of detainable deficiencies by Port State Control. 
Some of these issues were reported as occuring soon after commissioning and sea 
trials of new ships, raising concerns that it may be a design issue of one or more types 
of quick-closing valves. The matter had been referred to the C&E Sub-Committee for 
further consideration and action, as appropriate.

It was agreed that the Secretariat should invite Members to seek feedback from their 
members with the intention of establishing whether this was a significant problem and to 
inform what, if any, further work should be undertaken on the matter by ICS.

Members agreed that the Secretariat should add a new item to the work program 
of the Sub-Committee and seek feedback from Members on the matter.
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29 May 2019          CE(19)03 
 
TO:  CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 
  BULK CARRIER PANEL 
  PASSENGER SHIP PANEL 
 

Copy:   Marine Committee 
  All Full and Associate Members for Information 
  
DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE COMBINED MEETING OF THE CONSTRUCTION & 
EQUIPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE, BULK CARRIER PANEL AND PASSENGER SHIP 
PANEL HELD ON THURSDAY 2 MAY 2019.  
  
Action required:  Members are invited to review the draft minutes for the 
combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, Bulk 
Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel held 2 May 2019 and to especially note 
the revised date for the next combined meeting.  
 
Draft minutes for the meeting held 2 May 2019 are provided below. Final agreed minutes 
for the previous combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee 
and Bulk Carrier Panel held 15 November 2018 are attached as Annex A. Attached as 
Annex B are the final agreed minutes of the previous Passenger Ship Panel meeting 
held 30 November 2016. Members are particularly asked to note that the date of the 
next combined meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, Bulk 
Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship Panel will take place on Wednesday 20 
November 2019 NOT 13 November 2019 as previously provisionally agreed at the 
meeting on 2 May. The change of dates has been necessitated as a consequence of 
IMO MEPC 74 recently deciding that the 6th Meeting of the IMO Intersessional Working 
Group on Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships (ISWG GHG 6) will take place 11 to 
15 November 2019. 
 
Any comments on the draft minutes should be addressed to the undersigned and 
copied to jade.smith@ics-shipping.org .  
 
Jonathan Spremulli 
Principal Director - Marine 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Annex A Final agreed minutes of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee 

and Bulk Carrier Panel Meeting 15 November 2018; 
 
Annex B Final agreed minutes of the Passenger Ship Panel 30 November 2016. 
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INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING 

 

Combined Meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee and  
Bulk Carrier Panel on Thursday 2 May 2019 

38 St Mary Axe, London EC3A 8BH 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
 

Statement of Compliance with Competition Law 

ICS is firmly committed to maintaining a fair and competitive environment in international 
shipping.  As such, it is the policy of ICS to comply fully with all applicable competition 
laws.  ICS will endeavour to ensure that all meetings (including all committees, sub-
committees and panels) will be conducted in compliance with applicable competition 
laws. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all attendees noting that this was now, 
as agreed by the Marine Committee at its last meeting in March a joint meeting of the 
Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee, Bulk Carrier Panel and Passenger Ship 
Panel (hereafter referred to as the Sub-Committee). It was noted that the decision to 
make this meeting a joint meeting with the Passenger Ship Panel was taken noting that 
the Passenger Ship Panel had its last meeting on 30 November 2016. Rather than wait 
for the number of passenger ship specific items to become such that it justified a 
standalone meeting at a point in the future it was felt that it was prudent to have a 
combined meeting so that any passenger ship issues could be raised and addressed in 
a timely manner. The Sub-Committee was advised that combined meeting 
arrangements would continue to be reviewed by the Secretariat in conjunction with the 
Chair of the Passenger Ship Panel. 

The attention of the Sub-Committee was drawn to the ICS Statement of Compliance 
(above) which was duly acknowledged and agreed. 
 
The Sub-Committee was advised that there were no intended fire drills and therefore if 
the alarms went off the building would need to be evacuated. 

Regarding the agenda the Chairman highlighted that in relation to agenda item 5 
concerning Ballast Water the Secretariat had arranged for a presentation to be provided 
to the Sub-Committee by Mark Riggio, President of the Ballastwater Equipment 
Manufacturers Association (BEMA) following which there would be an opportunity for a 
brief question and answer session. It was noted that that the intention of the 
presentation was for BEMA to provide an introduction to their newly formed organisation 
so that ICS can develop an ongoing relationship enabling both associations to work 
together on issues that may arise going forward with ballast water equipment, noting that 
the requirement to install and then use systems really starts to come into effect for those 
ships built before 8 September 2017 from 8 September this year. The Sub-Committee 
was further advised that the presentation which would be provided via a conference call 
would take place immediately following consideration of agenda item 3. Details of the 
presentation are provided under the minutes of agenda item 5. 

 



2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The draft minutes of the previous meeting of the Construction and Equipment Sub-
Committee and Bulk Carrier Panel held 15 November 2018 were approved by the Sub-
Committee and agreed as a true record. The agreed minutes are attached at Annex A. 
The Sub-Committee in addition approved the draft minutes of the previous meeting of 
the Passenger Ship Panel held 30 November 2016 which were agreed as a true record. 
The agreed minutes are attached at Annex B.  

3. MATTERS ARISING 

No additional matters arising were identified other than those specifically addressed 
under other agenda items. 

4. ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND AIR EMISSIONS 
 
4.1 EEDI Phase 3 & Minimum Power 

The Secretariat provided an update on EEDI beyond Phase 2. ICS had submitted a 
commenting paper which supported the recommendations of the correspondence group 
which had considered the matter, other than for containerships where the proposal of 
the World Shipping Council (WSC) to introduce Phase 3 for all containerships in 2022 
but with a variable reduction rate starting at 30% had been supported. Although the 
Secretariat considered that the Committee had agreed to retain a Phase 3 starting year 
of 2025 for bulk carriers and tankers, there was a concern that some member states 
may again try to bring this forward to 2022 at MEPC 74. The Sub-Committee was 
advised that the European Union member states were now expected to support the 
WSC proposal for container ships, this was a positive development since there had been 
some pressure within Europe to demand a Phase 3 reduction of 40% for small container 
ships. This positive development was believed to be primarily as a result of effective 
support for the WSC proposal by Germany, Denmark and Sweden. 

The Sub-Committee then considered the proposal of Germany et al in document MEPC 
74/5/5 to introduce the option of a shaft power limitation in order to reconcile 
strengthening EEDI requirements and the need to satisfy the requirements of the interim 
guidelines for minimum power provided in MEPC.1/Circ.850/Rev.2. Additionally, 
Denmark has submitted an alternative method to provide ships with additional 
power/torque which could be used in adverse conditions in document MEPC 74/5/17 
along with a proposal from China provided in document MEPC 74/5/31. Although the 
concept of a shaft power limitation to provide additional reserve power is supported in 
principle by ICS, the Secretariat highlighted a number of concerns, including, inter alia: 

 As the power difference between the engine rating required for EEDI compliance 

and that required to comply with the requirements of MEPC.1/Circ.850/Rev.2 

becomes greater it is unclear whether the shaft power limitation concept would 

offer a viable solution; 

 Operating engines at high turn down ratios determined by the EEDI rating could 

negatively impact engine efficiency, reliability and local emissions (NOx, SOx, 

PM); and 

 If agreed the measure could be used as a justification to push through 

inappropriate final minimum power guidelines, based on an assumption that 

allowing reserve power negates all concerns over the weather assumptions used 

to underpin the simplified assessment method.  

For these reasons ICS had submitted a commenting paper, document MEPC 74/5/26, 
which offered support for the proposals of Germany et al in principle but which called for 



any decision to be deferred until final minimum power guidelines had been agreed and 
an analysis undertaken to confirm the efficacy of the shaft power limitation proposal. The 
Secretariat considered the proposal of Germany to be technically valid in terms of 
making provision for additional reserve shaft power. The proposal of Denmark was also 
considered to be technically valid in terms of facilitating additional reserve power 
however it was less clear and the proposal of China could be supported in principle 
subject to concluding final minimum power guidelines. 

Members were generally supportive of the ICS position, however a number of concerns 
were raised, including, inter alia: 

 The shaft power limitation addressed a pressing need and it was a matter of 

concern that the lack of progress on finalising minimum power guidelines could 

delay progress; 

 There were questions over engine certification and what power rating would be 

used for this certification; 

 Further downsizing of engine power risked reducing the sea state conditions 

which would be considered severe in the future, meaning more frequent use of 

the reserve power rating would be necessary; 

 Frequent use of the reserve power rating risked the measure being seen as a 

means to defeat the EEDI regulation, with a consequential political and 

reputational risk to IMO regulation and the industry; 

 Some ships, such as offshore support vessels, needing an excess of power to 

operate;  

 The shaft power limitation concept had been identified by some member states as 

a measure to assist in implementing short term GHG reduction measures in 

addition to facilitating compliance with strengthening EEDI requirements; and 

 The measure could disincentive innovation by allowing ship yards to reduce 

engine power still further in preference to developing new propulsion technologies 

and hull optimisation. 

 

Following an extensive discussion, it was agreed that ICS should take a lead in calling 
for the minimum power guidelines to be finalised. The Secretariat would work with IMO 
member states which had a known interest in the matter (for example, Greece, Liberia 
and Panama) and the Royal Institution of Naval Architects (RINA) to develop proposals 
for completing final minimum power guidelines. 

Action – Secretariat to develop a potential submission on finalisation of minimum 
power guidelines for MEPC 76. 
 
 
4.2 EEDI and ships with Ice Class notations 

 
The Sub-Committee was advised that at MEPC 73 it had been agreed to use HELCOM 
recommendation 25/7 to define ice classes for the purposes of applying corrections in 
the EEDI calculation for ice strengthened ships. The correspondence group established 
to consider EEDI beyond Phase 2 was tasked with further development of ice correction 
factors however the weight of work and contentious nature of wider EEDI matters (such 
as starting years and required reduction rates) had the unfortunate effect of limiting the 
effort invested in ice strengthened ships by the correspondence group and those 
working groups established to consider the matter at IMO meeting sessions. 
 
 

 



4.3 Global Sulphur Cap - Implementation of the revised fuel oil sulphur limit 
from 2020 
 

Members were informed about the following salient outcomes related to the Global 
Sulphur Cap from PPR 6: 

 
Å Amendments to MARPOL Annex VI on in-use, on board and delivered fuel oil 

samples have been agreed for approval at MEPC 74 in May 2019. ICS had raised 
the issue of requiring on board samples from shipsô bunker tanks without confirming 
arrangements and adequate guidance for sampling. PPR 7 is expected to continue 
work on this issue; 

 
Å Amendments to Appendix VI of MARPOL Annex VI on verification procedures for 

fuel oil samples have been agreed. 95% confidence factor has been accorded to the 
shipôs in use and on board fuel samples, while the MARPOL delivered sample will 
not have any confidence limit. 

 
Å 2019 Guidelines for consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit under 

MARPOL Annex VI has been finalized. The final version includes a reference that 
Administrations and port State control authorities may take into account the 
implementation plan when verifying compliance with the 0.50% sulphur limit 
requirement. The Sub-Committee also decided to include a recommendation for 
Administrations to test fuel oil samples from bunker barges or shore terminals. 

 
Å As part of the work on the implementation guidelines, a standard template for Fuel 

Oil Non Availability Report has been agreed.  
 

Å Based on the related decision made by MSC 100 on an ICS co-sponsored 
submission, the Sub-Committee prepared a draft MSC MEPC Circular addressing 
the delivery of compliant fuels by suppliers; 

 
Å 2019 Guidelines for port State control under MARPOL Annex VI has been finalized; 

and 
 

Å The Sub-Committee also considered the need for guidance on the disposal of 
remaining non-compliant fuel oil on board. The Sub Committee could not reach a 
decision on this issue and invited further concrete proposals to MEPC 74 where, 
based on an intervention from ICS, the issue would be considered as a matter of 
urgency. 

 
4.4 Fuel oil safety matters 

 
The Sub Committee noted the following decisions related to fuel oil safety made by MSC 
100: 

 
1. Addressing fuel safety issues at MSC: MSC 100 agreed to include a new output on 

"Development of further measures to enhance the safety of ships relating to the use 
of fuel oil". MSC 101 will begin consideration on proposals under this new output. 

 
2. Register of bunker suppliers: MSC 100 noted that the requirement to maintain a 

register of bunker suppliers was under the purview of MARPOL and agreed that the 
proposed bunker supplier licensing schemes should be addressed by MEPC. ICS 
has submitted a related proposal to MEPC 74. The submission is co-sponsored by 
BIMCO, INTERTANKO, INTERCARGO, IPTA and WSC. 

  


