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Sayı   : 38591462 - 400 - 2020 - 2014 22.07.2020
Konu : Gemilerde Koronavirüse Karşı Alınan Önlemler 

Anketi Sonuç Raporu

Sirküler No: 840

Sayın Üyemiz,

Uluslararası Deniz Ticaret Odasının (ICS) 17 Temmuz 2020 tarih ve COVID-19(20)117 
sayılı yazısında, ICS ve Uluslararası Taşımacılık Federasyonu tarafından hazırlanan "Gemilerde 
Koronavirüse Karşı Alınan Önlemler" başlıklı anket sonuçlarına yer verilmektedir.

Ek'te detayları sunulan anketin, 83 denizcilik firması ve 538 gemi insanı tarafından 
doldurulduğu belirtilmekte olup, bahse konu ankette;

      
1. Şirketler tarafından gemilerinde çalışan personeline yönelik Dünya Sağlık Örgütü ve Bayrak 

Devleti COVID-19 virüsü önlemlerine ilişkin standartlar konusunda genel bilgilendirme 
yapıldı mı?
      

2. Gemi çalışanlarına COVID-19'a karşı alınacak önlemler kapsamında video, poster, 
bilgilendirme notu gibi materyaller kullanılarak eğitimler verildi mi?
      

3. Firmalar COVID-19 virüsüne karşı gemi çalışanlarını korumak için gemilerinde özel 
prosedür ve planlar geliştirdi mi?
      

4. Firmalar gemide Koronavirüs pozitif veya şüphelisi bir vaka ile karşılaşıldığında 
uygulanacak plan ve prosedürleri belirledi mi?
      

5. Firmalar gemiye yeni katılan personel için izolasyon ve sosyal mesafe ile ilgili plan ve 
prosedürler oluşturdu mu?
      

6. Firmalar gemi tipine bağlı olarak gemiye çıkan ziyaretçi sayısının kısıtlanmasına ilişkin özel 
prosedür veya talimatlar geliştirdi mi?
      

7. Gemiye çıkan ziyaretçi ve liman çalışanlarının kullanacakları "Kişisel Koruyucu 
Donanıma" ilişkin özel prosedür ve talimatlar oluşturuldu mu?
      

8. Gemiye çıkan ziyaretçilere gerektiğinde verilmek üzere "Kişisel Koruyucu Donanım" 
hazırlandı mı?
      

9. Gemiye gelen ziyaretçilerin karşılanacağı ve ağırlanacağı özel alanlar belirlendi mı?
      

10. Ziyaretçilerin etkileşimde bulunduğu alanların dezenfekte edilmesine ilişkin prosedür ve 
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talimatlar oluşturuldu mu?
      

11. Firma, gemi çalışanlarının gemide günlük olarak vücut sıcaklıklarını kayıt altında tutmalarını 
talep etti mi?
      

12. Firma, gemi insanlarından denizde bulundukları süre içerisinde de yüzlerini kapatan bir 
kişisel koruyucu donanım kullanmaları yönünde talepte bulundu mu?
      

13. Firma, gemi insanlarından limanda bulundukları süre içerisinde yüzlerini kapatan bir kişisel 
koruyucu donanım kullanmaları yönünde talepte bulundu mu?
      

14. Firma tarafından gemiye çıkan ziyaretçilere ilişkin limanda bulundukları süre içerisinde 
yüzlerini kapatan bir kişisel koruyucu donanım kullanmaları yönünde talepte bulunuldu mu?
      

15. Firma, gemi çalışanlarının limanda lumbarağzı, indirme/bindirme istasyonlarında 
kullanılmak üzere özel "Kişisel Koruyucu Donanım" şartları getirdi mi?
      

16. Firma, bulunulan liman otoritesi tarafından izin verilse dahi, kendi gemi çalışanlarına yönelik 
dışarı çıkışları yasaklayan tedbirler aldı mı?
      

17. Firma, gemiye katılacak çalışanından COVID-19 ile ilgili sağlık taraması, vücut sıcaklığı 
kayıtları vb. dokümanlar talep etti mi?
      

18. Gemiye katılım öncesi gemi çalışanının vücut sıcaklığı ölçüldü mü?
      

19. Firma, gemiye katılacak personele COVID-19 testi uyguladı mı?
      

20. Firma, acente veya yerel temsilcisi aracılığıyla gemi insanını gemiye gelmeden önce 
bulunduğu ülkede COVID-19 testine tabi tuttu mu?
      

21. Firma, gemiye katılacak personelin Koronavirüs pozitif çıkması halinde bir olasılık planı 
oluşturdu mu?
      

22. Firma, gemiden ayrılacak personelinden, ayrılma öncesinde özel bir COVID-19 anketi ve 
sağlık durumunu belirtir bir deklarasyon sunmasını talep etti mi?
      

23. Gemiden ayrılacak personelin vücut sıcaklığı ölçüldü mü?
      

24. Gemiden ayrılacak personele COVID-19 testi yapıldı mı?
      

25. Firma, gemiden ayrılacak personelin Koronavirüs pozitif çıkması halinde bir olasılık planı 
oluşturdu mu?
      

26. Gemiye çıkan ziyaretçilere yönelik herhangi bir ölçüm yapılıyor mu?
      

27. Gemiye çıkan ziyaretçilerden COVID-19 kapsamında sağlıklı olduklarına dair deklarasyon 
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talep ediliyor mu? 
      

28. Gemiye çıkan ziyaretçilerden, gemiye çıkmadan önce  vücut sıcaklıklarını ölçüm kayıtları 
isteniyor mu?
      

29. Firma, gemi revirinde COVID-19  nedeniyle ilave ilaç ve ekipman bulunduruyor mu?
      

30. Firma tarafından gemilerine, gerektiğinde seyir esnasında kullanılmak üzere uydu ve telsiz 
haberleşmesiyle COVID-19 kapsamında tıbbi tavsiye alabileceği yönünde hatırlatmada 
bulunuldu mu?
      

31. Firma, pandemi sürecinde gemi çalışanlarının sahilde muayene olmalarına yönelik erişimi 
engelledi mi?
sorularına verilen yanıtlara ilişkin istatistikler paylaşılmaktadır.

Bilgilerinize arz/rica ederim.

Saygılarımla,

 
İsmet SALİHOĞLU

Genel Sekreter 

Ek: ICS Yazısı ve Anket Sonuçları Raporu (22 sayfa)

Dağıtım:
Gereği:
- Tüm Üyeler (Web sayfasında)
- Türk Armatörler Birliği
- S.S. Gemi Armatörleri Motorlu Taşıyıcılar Kooperatifi
- GİSBİR
- Vapur Donatanları ve Acenteleri Derneği
- KOSDER

Bilgi:
- Yönetim Kurulu Başkan ve Üyeleri
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38 St Mary Axe London EC3A 8BH

Tel  +44 20 7090 1460

Fax +44 20 7090 1484

info@ics-shipping.org | ics-shipping.org

This Circular and its attachments (if any) are confidential to the intended recipient and may be privileged.  If you are not the 
intended recipient you should contact ICS and must not make any use of it.

17July 2020 COVID-19(20)117

TO: LABOUR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
ALL MEMBERS & ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
BI WEEKLY MEMBERS MEETING PARTICIPANTS
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION GROUP PARTICIPANTS

OUTCOME OF THE SURVEYS ON HEALTH PROTECTION MEASURES 
ONBOARD SHIPS IN RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
PANDEMIC

Action Required: Members are advised to find attached at Annex A, the results and 
recommendations from the recent ICS and ITF covid-19 medical care study. 

Members are encouraged to do what they can to help ensure the urgent implementation of the 
recommendations and to share with their respective constituent members and government 
bodies.  

Natalie Shaw

Director Employment Affairs

Gelen Tarih Sayı: 17.07.2020 - 2735

mailto:info@ics-shipping.org
http://www.ics-shipping.org/
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OUTCOME OF THE  
SURVEYS ON HEALTH PROTECTION MEASURES ONBOARD SHIPS 

IN RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC 
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C.  RECOMMENDATIONS   18 
 

 General recommendations 
 Specific recommendations 
 
* * * 
 
SECTION A – INTRODUCTION 
 
ICS and ITF collected information from shipping companies and seafarers regarding the health 
protection measures and procedures introduced onboard ships in response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
Objective 
 
To gain a further understanding of the health protection measures introduced by companies 
onboard their ships during the pandemic, and inform the development of best practices for 
companies and seafarers. 
 
Responses 
 
ICS survey was completed by 83 companies, operating approximately 1775 ships. 
 
ITF survey was completed by 538 seafarers. 
 
Seafarers indicated the ship type on which they serve: bulk carrier/general cargo (17%), tanker 
(15%), container (15%) passenger ship (11%), chemical/LNG/LPG (7%), other (36%). 
 
Note: Where there are differences in the responses between companies and seafarers, it is 
primarily due to the fact that the seafarers who responded to the ITF version of the survey are 
unlikely to be any of those that are serving onboard the ships operated by the companies that 
responded to the ICS version of the survey. 
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SECTION B – RESULTS 
 
Information and awareness 
 
Question 1 – Providing information on COVID-19 to seafarers 
 
Has the Company provided general 
information to its seafarers on COVID-19, 
including its symptoms and some of the 
standard infection protection and control 
precautions based on WHO and any flag 
State advice? 

Have you received general information from 
your Company on COVID-19, including its 
symptoms and some of the standard 
infection protection and control 
precautions?

 

 
 
Question 2 – Providing training or instruction on COVID-19 to seafarers 
 
Has the Company provided any training to 
its seafarers on COVID-19 and the related 
shipboard plans and procedures of the 
Company, such as through training 
videos, posters or information sheets?  

Have you received any training on COVID-
19 and the relevant shipboard plans and 
procedures of your Company, such as 
through training videos, posters or 
information sheets? 
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Shipboard plans and procedures 
 
Question 3 – Development of plans and procedures related to COVID-19 
 
Has the Company developed specific 
plans and procedures to protect the health 
of its seafarers and the safety and security 
of its ships during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Are you aware of any specific plan your 
Company has developed and procedures 
related to COVID-19? 

 

 
 

Question 4 – Plans and procedures to manage cases of COVID-19

Has the Company developed plans and 
procedures to manage any suspected or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 onboard its 
ships? 
 

Does your ship have plans and 
procedures to manage any suspected or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 on-board 
ship? 

 
 
If a Company responded “Yes”, they were asked to specify what was address in the plans 
and procedures: 
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Question 5 – Plans and procedures for segregation and social distancing 
 

Has the Company developed plans and 
procedures for the segregation or social 
distancing of seafarers who recently joined 
the ship? 

Does your Company/ship require the 
segregation or social distancing of 
seafarers who recently joined the ship? 

 

 
 
 
Question 6 – Procedures or instructions to limit visitors coming onboard ship 
 
Has the Company developed any specific 
procedures or instructions to its ships 
designed to restrict or limit the number of 
visitors coming onboard ship? 

Does your Company/ship have any 
procedures or instructions in place that are 
designed to restrict or limit the number of 
visitors coming on-board ship? 
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Question 7 – Procedures and instructions related to PPE to be worn by visitors 

Has the Company developed any special 
procedures, including instructions, for the 
PPE to be worn by visitors coming 
onboard its ships in ports? 

Does your Company/ship have special 
requirements for the PPE to be worn by 
visitors coming on-board the ship in port? 

 

 
 
 
Question 8 – Availability of additional PPE onboard ship to provide to visitors 
 
Has the Company arranged for additional 
PPE to be available on board its ships to 
provide to any visitors coming onboard as 
necessary? 

Does your ship have PPE to provide to 
any visitors coming on-board the ship as 
necessary? 
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Question 9 – Designation of a special area onboard ship to meet with visitors 
 
Has the Company instructed ships to 
designate a special area or area onboard 
for meeting with visitors to the ship? 

Has your ship designated any special area 
or areas on-board for meeting with visitors 
to the ship? 

 

 
 
 
Question 10 – Procedures or instructions related to disinfection after receiving visitors 
 
Has the Company developed any special 
procedures, including instructions, for the 
disinfection of areas or surfaces that were 
touched by, or in the vicinity of, a visitor to 
the ship? 

Does your Company/ship require the 
disinfection of areas or surfaces that were 
touched by, or in the vicinity of, a visitor to 
the ship? 
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Health protection measures 
 
General measures 
 
Question 11 – Daily body temperature checks of seafarers onboard ships 
 
Does the Company require seafarers to 
have their body temperature checked and 
recorded daily while onboard ship? 

Are you required to have your body 
temperature checked and recorded daily 
while on-board ship (either checked by 
yourself or Master/designated officer)? 

 

 
 
 
Question 12 – Requirement to wear a face covering at sea 
 
Does the Company require seafarers to 
wear a face covering while onboard ship 
at sea? 

Are you required to wear a face covering 
while on-board ship while at sea? 
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Question 13 – Requirement to wear a face covering while in port 
 
Does the Company require seafarers to 
wear a face covering while onboard ship in 
port? 

Are you required to wear a face covering 
while on-board ship while in port? 

 

 
 
 
Question 14 – Requirement to wear a face covering while visitors are onboard ship 
 
Does the Company require seafarers to 
wear a face covering while visitors are 
onboard ship in port? 

Are you required to wear a face covering 
while visitors are on-board ship while in 
port? 
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Question 15 – Requirement for seafarers stationed on gangway to wear PPE 
 
Does the Company have special PPE 
requirements for seafarers stationed on 
the gangway in port or other points of 
embarkation/disembarkation from the 
ship? 

Does your Company/ship have special 
PPE requirements for seafarers stationed 
on the gangway in port or other points of 
embarkation/disembarkation from the 
ship? 

 

 
 
 
Question 16 – Suspension of shore leave 
 
Has the Company decided to suspend 
shore leave, even in ports where the port 
or local authorities would permit seafarers 
to go ashore? 

Has your Company/ship suspended shore 
leave? 

 

 
 
If a seafarer responded “Yes”, they were asked: Was the suspension of shore leave the 
result of restrictions imposed by the port? 
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Screening and testing of on-signing seafarers 
 
Question 17 – Screening questionnaire or health declaration for on-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company require on-signing 
seafarers to complete a specific COVID-
19 screening questionnaire, health self-
declaration, or similar, prior to 
embarkation on to the ship? 

Does your Company/ship require on-
signing seafarers to complete a specific 
COVID-19 screening questionnaire, health 
self-declaration, or similar, prior to 
embarkation on to the ship? 

 

 
 
 
Question 18 – Temperature checks for on-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company require on-signing 
seafarers to have their temperature taken 
prior to embarkation on to the ship? 

Does your Company/ship require on-
signing seafarers to have their temperature 
taken prior to embarkation on to the ship? 
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Question 19 – Testing for on-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company test on-signing 
seafarers for COVID-19 prior to 
embarkation, where COVID-19 tests can 
be procured and made available for use? 

Does your Company/ship test on-signing 
seafarers for COVID-19 prior to 
embarkation (if tests are available)? 

 

 
 
 
Question 20 – Pre-deployment testing for on-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company require pre-deployment 
COVID-19 testing of seafarers to be 
arranged by its local representatives or 
agents in the country of ordinary residence 
of the seafarers? 

If you recently joined a ship, did your 
Company require a pre-deployment test 
before you travelled to join the ship? 
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Question 21 – Contingency plans related to on-signers 
 
Has the Company developed a contingency plan for if a seafarer is deemed unsuitable to 
board the ship as a result of not passing any screening or testing protocols applied by the 
Company at the point of embarkation? 
 

 
 
 
Screening and testing of off-signing seafarers 
 
Question 22 – Screening questionnaire or health declaration for off-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company require off-signing 
seafarers to complete a specific COVID-
19 screening questionnaire, health self-
declaration, or similar, prior to 
disembarkation from the ship for 
repatriation? 

Does your Company/ship require off-
signing seafarers to complete a specific 
COVID-19 screening questionnaire, health 
self-declaration, or similar, prior to 
disembarkation from the ship for 
repatriation? 
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Question 23 – Temperature checks for off-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company require off-signing 
seafarers to have their temperature taken 
prior to disembarkation from the ship for 
repatriation? 

Does your Company/ship require off-
signing seafarers to have their 
temperature taken prior to disembarkation 
from the ship for repatriation? 

 

 
 
 
Question 24 – Testing for off-signing seafarers 
 
Does the Company test off-signing 
seafarers for COVID-19 prior to 
disembarkation for repatriation, where 
COVID-19 tests can be procured and 
made available for use? 

Does your Company/ship test off-signing 
seafarers for COVID-19 prior to 
disembarkation for repatriation (if tests are 
available)? 
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Question 25 – Contingency plans for off-signers 
 
Has the Company developed a contingency plan for if a seafarer is deemed unfit to travel for 
repatriation as a result of not passing any screening or testing protocols applied by the 
Company prior to disembarkation? 
 

 
 
 
Screening and testing of visitors to ships 
 
Question 26 – Requirements related to screening of visitors for COVID-19 
 
Has the Company developed and 
introduced any requirements for visitors 
coming onboard its ships related to 
screening for COVID-19? 

Has your Company/ship introduced any 
special requirements for visitors coming 
on-board ships related to screening for 
COVID-19? 
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Question 27 – Screening questionnaire or health declaration for visitors 
 
Does the Company require visitors to 
complete a specific COVID-19 screening 
questionnaire, health self-declaration, or 
similar, prior to coming onboard the ship? 

Does your Company/ship require visitors 
to complete a specific COVID-19 
screening questionnaire, health self-
declaration, or similar, prior to coming on-
board the ship? 

 

 
 
Question 28 – Temperature checks for visitors 
 
Does the Company require visitors to have 
their temperature checked and registered 
prior to coming onboard its ships? 

Does your Company/ship require visitors 
to have their temperature checked and 
registered prior to coming on-board ship? 
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Medical care and supplies 
 
Question 29 – Procurement of additional medicines and equipment 
 
Has the Company arranged to procure 
additional medicines and equipment for its 
medical facilities and ships’ medicine 
chests due to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Has the Company arranged to procure 
additional medicines and equipment for its 
medical facilities and ships’ medicine 
chests due to the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

 
 
 

Question 30 – Availability of medical advice 

Has the Company reminded its ships of 
the availability of medical advice by radio 
or satellite communication to ships at sea, 
including advice related to COVID-19? 

Are you aware of the availability of 
medical advice by radio or satellite 
communication to ships at sea, including 
advice related to COVID-19? 
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Question 31 – Denial of access to medical care ashore 
 
Has the Company had any seafarers 
onboard its ships denied access to 
medical care ashore during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Are you aware of any seafarers on your 
ship/in your Company that have been 
denied access to medical care ashore 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

 
 

If companies or seafarers responded “Yes”, they were asked to specify the reason given for 
denying access to medical care ashore: 
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SECTION C – RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
General recommendations 
 
Companies should: 

 

• Ensure that any plans or procedures developed to protect the health of seafarers are 
clearly communicated to ships and their seafarers. Seafarers cannot implement health 
protection measures of the company if they have not received and understood them; 
and 
 

• Ensure that ships and their seafarers are provided with resources to implement any 
plans or procedures and be prepared to provide any additional explanations or 
clarifications necessary. Seafarers will not be able to effectively implement health 
protection measures of the company without sufficient resources or information. 

 
Seafarers should: 
 

• Ensure that the plans, procedures and requirements communicated to them by 
companies are effectively implemented onboard ship, as well as during any travel to and 
from ships; and 
 

• Request any additional explanation or clarifications, as well as resources, as necessary 
from the company. 

 
Specific recommendations 
 
Companies should provide general information to their seafarers on COVID-19, including its 
symptoms and standard infection protection and control precautions. 
 
Seafarers should ensure they review and understand the general information provided by 
their company on COVID-19, including its symptoms and the standard infection protection 
and control precautions. 
 
Shipboard plans and procedures 
 
Companies should: 
 

• Develop specific plans and procedures to protect the health of their seafarers and the 
safety and security of their ships during the COVID-19 pandemic; 

 

• Provide instructions or training to their seafarers on COVID-19 and the related 
shipboard plans and procedures of the Company, such as through training videos, 
posters or information sheets; and 

 

• Develop plans and procedures to manage any suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-
19 onboard its ships, which should, inter alia, address arrangements for: 

 
- isolation of seafarers showing COVID-19 systems; 
- segregation or social distancing of seafarers who recently joined the ship: 
- care of seafarers isolating with COVID-19 symptoms; 
- disinfection and cleaning to control transmission; and 
- seeking external medical assistance or care; 
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Seafarers should ensure they engage with any training or instructions provided by their 
company on COVID-19 and the relevant shipboard plans and procedures, which may be in 
the form of training videos, posters and information sheets. 
 
Measures related to visitors to ships 
 
Companies should 
 

• Seek to restrict or limit as far as possible the number of visitors coming onboard ship; 
 

• Develop procedures, including instructions, for ships to request that all visitors wear 
appropriate PPE while onboard ship; 
 

• Arrange for additional PPE to be available onboard ship to provide to any visitors who 
are not already wearing appropriate PPE; 
 

• Instruct ships to designate a special area or area onboard for meeting with any visitors 
to the ship, to the extent possible taking into account the nature and different 
requirements of visits to ships by shore-based persons; 
 

• Develop procedures, including instructions, for ships to disinfect areas or surfaces that 
were touched by, or in the vicinity of, a visitor to the ship; 

 

• request visitors to complete a COVID-19-specific screening questionnaire, health self-
declaration, or similar, prior to coming onboard the ship; and 
 

• Request visitors to have their temperature checked and registered prior to coming 
onboard the ship. 

 
Measures to protect and monitor the health of seafarers 
 
Companies should: 
 

• Request seafarers to have their body temperature checked and recorded daily (either 
checked by themselves or Master/designated officer) while onboard ship in order to 
monitor the health of seafarers for COVID-19 infection, particularly for a period of time 
after leaving a port, before arriving at a port and when visitors or new seafarers have 
recently come onboard the ship; 
 

• Consider requiring seafarers to wear a face covering while onboard ship at sea when 
interacting with other seafarers that have recently joined the ship, such as working in 
close proximity where any distancing measures are not possible; 
 

• Consider requiring seafarers to wear a face covering while onboard ship in port, such as 
when visitors may be onboard ship or new seafarers are joining the ship; 
 

• Have special PPE requirements for seafarers stationed on the gangway in port or other 
points of embarkation/disembarkation from the ship; and 
 

• Consider suspending permission for seafarers to take shore leave based on an 
assessment of the health risks of going ashore in a particular port or territorial area. 
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Screening and testing of on-signing seafarers 
 
Companies should: 
 

• Require on-signing seafarers to complete a COVID-19-specific screening questionnaire, 
health self-declaration, or similar, prior to embarkation on to the ship; 
 

• Require on-signing seafarers to have their temperature taken and recorded prior to 
embarkation on to the ship;1 
 

• Ensure that on-signing seafarers are tested for COVID-19 prior to embarkation where 
COVID-19 tests are made available to seafarers; 
 

• Require the pre-deployment COVID-19 testing of seafarers in their countries of ordinary 
residence where tests are made available to seafarers or where tests can be arranged 
by local representatives or agents of the company; and 
 

• Have a contingency plan for if a seafarer is deemed unsuitable to board the ship as a 
result of not passing any screening protocols applied by the company at the time of 
embarkation. 

 
Screening and testing of off-signing seafarers 
 
Companies should: 
 

• Require off-signing seafarers to complete a COVID-19-specific screening questionnaire, 
health self-declaration, or similar, prior to disembarkation from the ship for repatriation; 
 

• Require off-signing seafarers to have their temperature taken and recorded prior to 
disembarkation from the ship for repatriation;2 

 

• Ensure off-signing seafarers are tested for COVID-19 where tests are made available to 
seafarers in the port or terminal of disembarkation for repatriation; and 
 

• Have a contingency plan for when a seafarer is deemed unfit to travel for repatriation 
due to not passing Company screening protocols prior to disembarkation. 

 
Medical care and supplies 
 
Companies should: 
 

• Procure additional relevant medicines and equipment for its medical facilities and ships’ 
medicine chests due to the COVID-19 pandemic, based on WHO, flag State or other 
authoritative medical advice; and 
 

• Remind their ships of the availability of medical advice by radio or satellite 
communication to ships at sea, including advice related to COVID-19. 

 
Seafarers should remember the availability of medical advice by radio or satellite 
communication to ships at sea, including advice related to COVID-19. 
 

 
1 More thermometers will likely need to be available onboard for this measure to be feasible and effective. 
2 ibid. 
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Port/Coastal States should ensure that seafarers have access to medical care ashore in 
accordance with the WHO International Health Regulations (2015) and the MLC, 2006.3 ICS 
and ITF are deeply concerned by the results indicating that seafarers are being denied 
medical care ashore during the COVID-19 pandemic.4 

 
3 Regulation 4.1 of the ILO Maritime Labour Convention (MLC), 2006, as amended, requires that seafarers on 
board ships who are in need of immediate medical care are given access to medical facilities on shore. Article 
28, paragraph 2, of the WHO International Health Regulations (2015), states that ships or aircraft shall not be 
refused free pratique by States Parties for public health reasons; in particular they shall not be prevented from 
embarking or disembarking, discharging or loading cargo or stores, or taking on fuel, water, food and supplies. 
4 IMO has issued Circular Letter No.4204/Add.23 on Recommendations for port and coastal States on the prompt 
disembarkation of seafarers for medical care ashore during the COVID-19 pandemic (1 July 2020), which provides 
important guidance for port/coastal States on the subject. 


