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Sayin Uyemiz,

Uluslararas1 Deniz Ticaret Odasi'ndan (International Chamber of Shipping - ICS) alinan
13.09.2021 tarihli Ek'te sunulan yazida, COVID-19 pandemisinin getirdigi zorluklara kars1 gemi
insanlarin1 ve armatorleri korumak amaciyla ICS ve gesitli denizcilik kuruluslari ortakliginda yeni
ve guncel bir kilavuz yayimladig: ifade edilmekte olup, s6z konusu kilavuzda asilama, gemi insani
istihdam ofisleri, gemi insanlarinin psikolojik durumlarina iliskin hususlar ve kiy1 izni ile ilgili
bilgiler verildigi bildirilmektedir.

3 bolum halinde Gcretsiz olarak sunulan kilavuza https://www.ics-shipping.org/publications/
internet adresi Uzerinden ulasilabilmektedir.

Konuya iliskin detayl bilgi Ek'te sunulmaktadr.

Bilgilerinize arz/rica ederim.
Saygilarimla,

Ismet SALIHOGLU
Genel Sekreter

Ek:1CS'ten alinan 13.09.2021 tarihli yaz1 ve Eki. (5 sayfa)

Dagitim:
Geregi: Bilgi: )
- Tum Uyeler (WEB sayfas1 ve e-posta ile) - Yonetim Kurulu Bagkan ve Uyeleri

- Turk Armatorler Birligi

- S.S. Gemi Armatorleri Motorlu Tasiyicilar Kooperatifi
- GISBIR (Ttirkiye Gemi insa Sanayicileri Birligi
Dernegi)

- VDAD (Vapur Donatanlar1 ve Acenteleri Dernegi)
-TURKLIM ( Turkiye Liman isletmecileri Dernegi)

- KOSDER (Koster Armatorleri ve Isletmecileri Dernegi)
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13 September 2021 COMMUNICATIONS(21)41
TO: COMMUNICATIONS LEAD

CC: PRESS
ALL FULL AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

PRESS RELEASE: ICS LAUNCHES NEW GUIDANCE FOR SEAFARERS AND
SHIPOWNERS TO NAVIGATE ONGOING PANDEMIC CHALLENGES

Action Required: ICS invites you to take note of the press release announcing the
launch of new and updated COVID-19 guidance for shipowners and seafarers.

On the first day of London International Shipping Week, the International Chamber of
Shipping has published new and updated guidance to protect seafarers and shipowners
against the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic.

The free resources include guidance on vaccinations, manning agents, mental health
issues, and shore leave.

The resources have been created in association with International Maritime Health
Association, INTERTANKO, International Transport Worker Federation (ITF), European
Community Shipowners’ Associations (ESCA), Intercargo, InterManager, International
Association of Ports and Harbors, International Christian Maritime Association,
International Marine Contractors Association, International Maritime Employers’ Council
Ltd., Asian Shipowners’ Association (ASA), and the International Maritime Employers’
Council (IMEC).

Comms leads are encouraged to share the release with their national press contacts and
members.

For the full press release please see attached Annex A.

For copies of the guides please visit www.ics-shipping.org/publications

Annex A: ICS launches new guidance for seafarers and shipowners to navigate
ongoing pandemic challenges

Registered Office Walsingham House, 35 Seething Lane, London, EC3N 4AH
Registered in England and Wales No. 2532887
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For any further information contact the undersigned on tanya.blake@ics-
shipping.org

Tanya Blake
Communications Manager
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ICS launches new guidance for seafarers and shipowners to
navigate ongoing pandemic challenges

London, Monday 13 September - On the first day of London International Shipping Week,
the International Chamber of Shipping has published new and updated guidance to protect
seafarers and shipowners against the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic.

The free resources include guidance on vaccinations, manning agents, mental health issues,
and shore leave.

Despite noted improvements in rates of vaccination for seafarers, only 25% are fully

vaccinated, and most are not in line to receive a vaccine through their national programmes
until at least 2022. Meanwhile, severe travel restrictions across the world have led to seafarers
being stranded on board, some for more than 18 months. This deterrent to existing workers
and potential new recruits has stretched global supply chains to breaking point, with
shortages of key goods reported, and shipping costs approaching all-time highs.

Now, ICS has worked with a coalition of industry partners to produce new and updated
guidance, which aims to empower seafarers and shipowners with the knowledge to protect
and support themselves through the next stage of the pandemic.

The guides were produced in association with International Maritime Health Association,
INTERTANKO, International Transport Worker Federation (ITF), European Community
Shipowners' Associations (ESCA), Intercargo, InterManager, International Association of Ports
and Harbors, International Christian Maritime Association, International Marine Contractors
Association, International Maritime Employers’ Council Ltd., Asian Shipowners’ Association
(ASA), and the International Maritime Employers’ Council (IMEC).

Guy Platten, Secretary General of the International Chamber of Shipping, commented:

“Throughout the pandemic, the shipping industry has time and again come together to
support its own.

"The sector has been more united and effective in its response to the pandemic than most
sectors. But we must ensure that we maintain this spirit of collaboration and all pull together to
anticipate and meet the needs of the world’s hidden key workers - seafarers.

“As the Delta variant threatens the global south, a part of the world that supplies nearly half of
the seafarer workforce, with greater urgency, it is critical that seafarers and shipowners have
the resources needed to navigate the next stage of the pandemic.”

The new seafarer guides address acute issues faced by seafarers during the pandemic.

Seafarers are required by the nature of their job to travel across the world to locations which
have different levels of COVID-19 infections. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccination for


https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/neptune-declaration/crew-change-indicator

Seafarers and Shipping Companies: A Practical Guide answers pressing frequently asked
questions in an approachable and informed way.

A reality of the pandemic is that shore leave has been heavily impacted and crews have been
forced to remain on board their ships for extended periods without relief. Coronavirus
(COVID-19): Seafarer Shore-Leave Principles sets out principles for providing shore leave
while navigating draconian travel restrictions across the globe.

Recruiting for non-existent jobs at sea is on the rise, as dubious manning agents take
advantage of the current environment. Losing seafarers to poor manning experiences is
something that must therefore be stamped out. Manning Agency Guidelines was produced
to help shipping companies choose reputable manning agencies and to ensure that
seafarers are recruited in line with the requirements of the ILO.

Tragically, seafarers have suffered more from mental health struggles during the crew
change crisis. The pandemic has also increased job stress that can impact seafarers’ mental
health, including family pressures and limited shore leave. Handling a Mental Health Crisis or
Emergency and Spotting Suicidal Behaviour in Seafarers lays tools out for companies to
create a caring on-board culture to address mental health matters.

Platten concluded:

“Seafarers have made enormous personal sacrifice over the last 18 months. While admirable,
it has put enormous pressure both on them as individuals and on the global supply chain. ICS
and our partners hope that our new guidance will provide protection and assurance to
seafarers around the world, and help improve their experience on board and on shore.”

--ENDS--
Notes to Editors:
About ICS

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal international trade association for
merchant shipowners and operators, representing all sectors and trades and over 80% of the
world merchant fleet.

The published guides are:

e Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccination for Seafarers and Shipping Companies: A
Practical Guide - Your Questions Answered (LINK)
o Itwas created in collaboration with International Maritime Health Association,

INTERTANKO, and International Transport Worker Federation (ITF).



e Coronavirus (COVID-19): Seafarer Shore - Leave Principles (LINK)
o This guide was supported by European Community Shipowners’ Associations
(ESCA), Intercargo, InterManager, International Association of Ports and
Harbors, International Christian Maritime Association, International Marine
Contractors Association, International Maritime Employers’ Council Ltd. and
INTERTANKO.
e Manning Agency Guidelines (LINK)
o ltwas produced in partnership with Asian Shipowners' Association (ASA), ECS,
and The International Maritime Employers’ Council (IMEC).
e Handling a Mental Health Crisis or Emergency and Spotting Suicidal Behaviour in
Seafarers (LINK)
Media Contact:
Edward Clark
Tel.: +44(0) 7983 507659

Email: ICS@woodrowcommunications.com
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